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OFFICERS

Chairman:  Dennis Little

President:  Peter Gross

Vice President:  Jim Edmier

Secretary:  Jim Morse

Treasurer:  Stan Seeds, MMR

Calendar 

June 9, Monthly meeting, 1:30pm

July 14, Monthly meeting, 1:30pm

Aug 11, Western Div. Meet, Plant City, FL 
(no Scale Rails club meeting this month)

Sept 8, Monthly meeting, 1:30pm

Oct 13, Monthly meeting, 1:30pm

Oct 20, Western Div. Meet, Scale Rails 
Depot

HO Layout Status
LA Division 1
Stan has finished installing and testing the LA 
staging tracks in B yard.  This will allow us 
greater flexibility in doing operations. 

Oren Stephans continues to work on the 
roundhouse.  A shipment of windows just 
came in for him to use.  

Joint Line

The Rock Island interchange in Colorado 
Springs is still under construction, but its 
finish is now delayed by a backorder on the 
three-way turnout needed.

Lee and Ben have finished the installation of 
available signals on both levels.  Lee and 
Dennis finalized the rest of the signal design 
for the Joint Line and ordered some more 
signal parts to finish.  They also have wired 
up the detectors for the helix, which shows 
block occupancy on the control panel that 
controls the double slip.  

Dennis has installed his model of a John 
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Deere implement dealer in Castle Rock.  He 
did a really great job on this model.  

NTRAK Layout Status

Following the Boy Scout Show in early May, 
Dwight and Dan have been busy with 
additions to the modules to improve packing 
and transportation.  They also have been 
working of the ‘sky boards’ and some scenery 
work. 

Operations 

Peter has finished the Dispatcher Panels for 
the LA Div. 1, and the Dispatcher’s room has 
been re-arranged.  A timetable is under 
development.

Boy Scout Show

About 7 of us participated in this May 5th 

show, showing up at 7am to set up.  We had 
trains running by 9:15am, and they ran very 
well.  We were proud of ourselves! 

We had very few visitors however, with more 
adults than Boy Scouts.  There did not seem 
to be many Boy Scouts around.   We started 
breaking down at 3 and had finished 
delivering to the Depot by 4:30pm.  

Brick City Express
The SSR Spring Convention was held in Ocala, 
FL this year.  The Ocala Hilton is a very nice 
hotel with great convention facilities and 
really great A/C!!  Scale Rails was 
represented by Jim Edmier, Steve and Gayle 
Gdovin, Peter Gross, Dennis and Mary Jo 
Little, Jim and Pam Morse (briefly), Stan and 
Jeannie Seeds, and Ray Welliver.  There were 
109 registrants to the convention so it was a 
success.  There were about 18 clinics in two 
different rooms, starting Friday evening and 
running all day Saturday.  That meant you 
could only see half the clinics.  Of course 
when we did our convention we ran three 
simultaneous rooms, so you could only see 
1/3 of the clinics.  Tough decisions!  Jim 
Edmier, Peter and Dennis entered models 
into the contest.  There was a ballroom filled 
with layouts that were very impressive.  The 
Ocala club had three layouts there, in N, HO, 
and O scale.  There was a trolley layout 
there.  And there was a big G scale layout 
that was spectacular.  Every structure and I 
suspect much of the rolling stock was scratch 
built.  Here is a small sample:
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The Banquet Saturday evening was held out 
on the patio, and the weather was perfect. 
The food was great and the speeches were 
short!  Awards were presented for the 
contests.  Dennis won first place for 
Structures – off line and a Merit Award score 

of 106 for his John Deere implementation 
store.  Jim Kellow, GMMR, Chairman of the 
Achievement Program, presented Stan with a 
plaque and pin honoring him for achieving 
the most significant level in the AP program, 
that of Grand Master Model Railroader 
(GMMR). To reach this level one must be 
awarded all 11 Achievement Certificates. 
Only 8 people have ever done this in the 
whole world, two of them have since passed, 
and two live in Florida.  Congratulations Stan 
on this tremendous achievement. 

On Sunday, after a brief Sunshine Region 
Board of Directors meeting (over 3 hours!), 
we checked out of the hotel and went on 
layout tours.  Edmier, Gross and Welliver 
went together to the following layouts:
Tom O’Rourke’s layout is an 18 X 24 HO on 
three levels, with lots of Fine Scale 
Miniatures models.  Tom use to live in Naples 
and then Ft. Myers.
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Brian Stauffer, who is leading the free-mo 
effort for the Western Division, has a 2’ 
deep, HO shelf layout at eye level on three 
walls of a 10’ X 10’ room.  Part of it depicts 
switching in a city environment, and then 
part in the country.

Bob Krebs has a three level HO layout in a 
12’ X 12’ room, and he uses the room 
‘diameter’ as a hidden helix behind 
removable panels to move from one level to 
the next.  
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Erv Sedlock has a 1920’s HO layout in a 20’ X 
40’ building.  He has multiple projects 
ongoing at once so he can keep busy!

Both Bob Krebs and Erv Sedlock are members 
of the Citrus Model Railroad Club that John 
Wahlfeldt has joined.  They hold round robin 
operating and work sessions at each others 
layouts as well as the clubs layout at the 
county fairgrounds in Inverness.  I got home 
about 7:45pm.  What a great weekend!

 May 14, 2007 Meeting Minutes
Members present: Dick Bell,  Dan Cermak, 
Lyle Crouder, Walter "Ben" Curll,  Jim Edmier, 
Lee Dobyns,  Steve Gdovin, Alex Grantt, Peter 
Gross,  Alex Halberda,  Ryan Hannaway,   Rich 
& Dianne Korf,  David Nelson, George Nink, 
Stanley Seeds, MMR, Donald Sprotbery,  Oren 
Stephans,  Robert Veefkind,  Ray Welliver Jr.  

Meeting was called to order by President 
Peter Gross at 1:30 pm, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes: The minutes for the April meeting 
were published in the April newsletter.  There 
was a motion by Ben Curll, seconded by 
several, to approve the minutes as published; 
the motion carried.

Financial Report: Stan Seeds, MMR, Treasurer, 
reported that the club’s net worth is 
$111,021.  We have $12,095 in the checking 
and savings accounts.  The membership 
approved the Treasurer’s report as 
summarized by Stan.
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Membership:  New Student Member Ryan 
Hannaway was introduced and welcomed with 
a round of applause.  Ryan had on a Santa Fe 
tee shirt so it was clear to all that he is in the 
right club!   It was also noted that with his 
addition to the membership our average age 
has been considerably improved!!
Correspondence:   None

OLD BUISNESS
Layout Status:
1. Division one:  The new staging yard at the 

west end of the B yard is having final track 
work prepared for installation.  The three 
track staging yard will be helpful in up 
coming operations.   Oren Stephens is 
working hard on the roundhouse.  In addi-
tion to the ends, he is relocating the posts 
in the front to provide proper spacing for 
the locos.  Steve Gdovin continues to work 
on the turntable.  All the track changes in 
A yard are finished and re-ballasted. 
George Mocko is finishing the diesel hous-
es, putting in the window detail on that 
and is doing a good job.  Our plan for Vic-
torville revisions will wait till George 
Alexander comes back in the fall with his 
laser.  Jim Morse has the Summit track 
modifications worked out and will tear 
into that when he gets back. 

2. Joint line.  Dennis is working on the Farm-
ing Implement model for Castle Rock, and 
is working on the streets for locating that 
and the service station.  The Rock Island 
interchange is looking good with the help 
of Jim Edmire and Ben Curll.  

3. Narrow Gage.  Bob Veefkind is installing 
the ore house in the Denver area that will 
allow the narrow gage to bring ore to it 
from the mining scene.  The ore will then 
go to hopper cars on the Joint Line for 
shipment to a processing plant.

4. NTRAK:  Dan Cermak reported on the Boy 
Scout show.  About 7 of us participated, 
showing up at 7am to set up.  We had 
trains running by 9:15am, and they ran 
very well.  We had very few visitors how-

ever, with many more adults than Boy 
Scouts.  There did not seem to be many 
Boy Scouts around.   We started breaking 
down at 3 and had finished delivering to 
the Depot by 4:30pm.   The following peo-
ple participated in this show:  Dan Cer-
mak, Dennis Little, Peter Gross, Stan 
Seeds, MMR, Lee Dobyns, Steve Gdovin, 
and Alex Grantt. The plan now is to take 
each module now, make sure it has the 
right bolts, install all new backdrops to 
make it all compatible, and then start 
working on finishing the track work and 
end modules.  The next show for the 
NTRAK is our November Train Show.  Jim 
Edmier that donated two n-scale dump 
trucks to the NTRAK effort.  The trucks 
were of course dressed in the Edmier name 
and colors.  They were a good match to 
the two Edmier cement trucks he had pre-
viously donated.  

5. Stan noted that Rich Korf dropped off  an-
other batch of people he had painted, do-
ing his normal great job.  Thank Rich.  

Building maintenance:  New security window 
bars are in.   They will be installed when Jim 
Morse gets back.  Concerns were raised that 
the spacing on the bars were so wide they 
might not be functional from a security 
standpoint.   One good suggestion was to 
check with the sheriff’s office to see what 
they would recommend.  A suggestion was 
made to have the same screening mesh as is 
on the doors welded onto the bars, so they 
would be compatible with the doors and also 
would provide some flying debris protection. 
The membership approved a motion to have 
something added to the window bars to make 
them more functional from a security and 
debris protection standpoint.

 Operations:  We have had three operating 
sessions since the last meeting.  We are 
getting better at this.  Tuesday of this week 
was the last one.  Jim Edmier worked as the 
Pueblo and La Junta yard master for the first 
time and had an interesting time.  That job is 
probably the most complex on the Joint Line. 
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Peter noted the rearrangement of the 
Dispatcher’s Office and the addition of the 
Dispatch panels for the LA Div. 1 operations. 
He is working on the trains and time table 
now.  Don Sprotbery finished and brought in 
10 car card boxes for use in our operating 
sessions.
 
Achievement Program:  Jim Edmier was 
presented with his Golden Spike certificate. 
Dan Cermak was also presented with his 
Golden Spike certificate.  There are two more 
awards to present, but the awardees were not 
present.  One was a Merit Award for Dennis 
Little’s trestle bridge.  The other was for Skip 
Giddings for his hotel in Castle Rock.  In 
addition, there will be a special presentation 
made at the Ocala Convention of a Grand 
Master Model Railroader to Stan Seeds, MMR. 
This is in recognition of earning all 11 
Achievement Certificates.  It has only been 
done by 8 people in the world, of which 2 
have since passed away.  Of the 6 now alive, 
two are in the Sunshine Region, Jim Kellow 
and Stan.  The members gave Stan a 
congratulatory round of applause.     

NEW BUISNESS 

Brick City Express:  Car pooling arrangements 
were discussed.  It was determined that 7 
Scale Rails members will be going to the SSR 
Convention in Ocala.  Jim Morse and his wife 
will be coming home from a trip up north and 
will meet us there on the way home.  Steve 
Gdovin and his wife will be traveling up 
together.  Dennis will be taking Peter’s model 
and Stan up.  Jim Edmier will be taking Peter 
and Ray.

Next Western Division Meet:  The next 
Western Division meet is scheduled for 
Saturday, Aug 11, at the new Trinle Hall on 
the Hillsborough Community College campus 
in Plant City.  There will be flyers at the 
convention, so Peter will bring one back.

Scale Rails sponsored Division Meet:   The 
following suggestions were made for this 
meet:

1. That we get the same man who did our 
club picnic to do one for the meet.  We 
could collect to mostly cover the cost as 
part of the registration.  It would keep ev-
eryone on site and together.  

2. That we have some time for an operating 
session.

3. That we mix in a few clinics.
4. That we might want to arrange for a cov-

ered tent to handle about 40 people.  Per-
haps use that to eat outside.  Maybe as a 
contingency, depending on the number of 
people who register.

Alex Grantt - big trains:  Alex summarized a 
letter he sent to Governor Crist asking his 
support of an effort to protect and retain a 
railroad right of way in the Sarasota area to 
allow passenger train development.

 Meeting Adjourned at 2:15 pm.

Security Upgrades 

Jim Morse has arranged with a local 
fabrication shop to make grills to put on our 
windows.  They are finished and he is now 
painting them.  Once these are installed the 
security upgrade program will be complete.

Shirts

If you want a Club shirt, contact the Club 
Shirt Lady, Dianne Korf.  Shirts are about $28 
each.  Let her know your size and she will 
order them for you.  You can contact her at 
(239) 281-8636 or by email at 
dkorf@msn.com
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REMINDERS
June 9, Monthly meeting, 1:30pm

July 14, Monthly meeting, 1:30pm

Aug 11, Western Division meet, Plant City, FL
(No club meeting in August)

Sept 8, Monthly meeting, 1:30pm

Oct 13, Monthly meeting, 1:30pm

Oct 20, Western Division meet, Scale Rails 
Depot

EDITORIAL
The Ocala Convention was really a fun time and 
we all learned things.  It is a bit expensive 
however.  That is one reason we have started to 
hold one day Division meets in the Western 
Division.  It gives our members an opportunity 
to learn, have some fun, and keep the costs 
down.  The developing free-mo modular layout 
program in the Western Division will give many 
an opportunity to do some different modeling 
at home.  All of this lets us meet other 
modelers, learn from them or them from us, 
and have more fun. 

Keep having fun!
PETER GROSS, Editor
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Scale Rails of Southwest 
Florida

Our Charter

Our intent and purpose is to promote and 
encourage the art of model railroading and 

preserve the history, science and 
technology of rail transportation.  To this 

end we have organized our efforts for 
charitable, educational, literary and 
scientific purposes.  As part of our 

endeavors, we host railroad displays, give 
talks and presentations for school, 

museums and various organizations.  Our 
members do not presume to be experts, 
but rather a group of individuals sharing 

knowledge with each other.
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